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f tpe f F 4 

Notes and Comment f 
i ee AP WE DO IN AN AGE IN WHICH New i 
Mi of all the world’s wonders and woss | 
gi Report presented in tabloid form, a first hasa a 

g the unusual bulk of this number of the JOURNAL m a x 

i | tempt the reader to echo Macbeth’s cry of “Bring me A = 
if : reports: let them all fly”. But such a narrow view ‘out 
4. 3 lead precisely nowhere, except to greater isolation, and eae 
a. 3 really and truly believe that we are “men on the move ‘owas 
i ‘i new horizons” it is essential that every-man-Jack of us should 
He know. not only what has been accomplished during the past 
H i vear. but what are the obstacles on the path ahead that 
i threaten further progress. Widespread as the Movement js 
g d its full power and purpose is only developed and harnessed 
| through small groups and it is of the highest importance that 
N the position revealed by this stocktaking in the Annual Report 
fi should get through and be absorbed by the Family as a whole. 

(e P] 

t 

i Unselfish “THIS COMMONWEALTH OF WHICH EVERY 
ii 

f 


; p member is so proud came into existence 

Service because people made sacrifices and offered 

| their service to it. Now it has been handed down to us, and 

t if we don’t make sacrifices for it we shall have nothing to | 

Mii hand on to those who will follow us, and the world will have | 

j lost something of much greater value than just a grand con- — 
| ception.” —PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH. 


l 

tS Child A SHARP RISE IN CHILD CYCLISTS KILLED 

| ` and injured this year may be due to more 
id Cyclists children using bicycles while their parents’ 

i cars are restricted by petrol rationing, the Ministry of Trans- 
Lf port suggests. A warning has been issued to parents to make 


sure their children are thoroughly competent before riding 
on main roads and readers might like to be reminded of an 


———— 
eS 


4 article “Teaching Road Safety” written by W. T. Crook, in 
Vat | the May 1956 JourNaL, telling how Woking Branch tackled 
i i this problem. 
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Weleome WHEN THE NEW STATE OF GHANA CAME INTO 

mii being last month, Mrs. Manley, a London 

_ we landlady, was the special guest of its Prime 
Minister, Kwame Nkrumah, at the Independence celebrations. 
Nkrumah has often told how he tramped London looking for 
lodgings in 1945, and had doors slammed in his face because 
of his colour. He found a room at Mrs, Manley’s in Kentish 
Town and. however late he returned at night, there was 
always something for him in the oven. In return, he washed- 
up all the supper dishes. 


‘Picking THE NOTE FROM A WEST MIDLANDS READER 
Winners? in the February issue on a plan to ensure 

S” the election of a good Branch Executive 
has brought a response from a Yorkshire member who feels 
that in the system suggested there is a danger of the whole 
of the Executive being changed at an A.G.M. He says, “It 
is bad for the Branch, that a member should be thrown 
headlong into the mysteries of, say, Treasurership, if the 
Treasurer decides to hand over the books at an A.G.M. The 
wise Office-holder, some months before he retires, will have 
got a member interested enough to learn the art of the job, 
and do part of the work, which is far more than a concern 
for making the books balance. The same method applies to 
the Secretary and Jobmaster and”. he adds, “the wise Execu- 
tive. of course, would see that not more than two of its 
members were replaced each year.” 


Airiea ORGANISERS ARE NEEDED FOR VILLAGE 
i training centres for the blind in Colonial 
Calling Africa. Physical fitness for work involving 
considerable tropical travel and a constructive attitude to 
racial questions is essential, while experience of teaching, 
agriculture, crafts or colonial administration is desirable. 
Three-year contracts are offered at a minimum salary of 
£1,000 per annum plus rent-free accommodation, outfit allow- 
ance, vehicle, passages (including wife and children) followed 
either by an established pensionable post or a gratuity. 
Applications, from men under forty-five, should be sent with 
a summary of career, qualifications and experience, to British 
Empire Society for the Blind, 121 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. 
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Strange but True 1 


by BARCLAY BARON 


iru The Book of Revelation ; F 
W (Geollrey Bles, 9s. 6d.), J. B. Phi publisheg 


pletes his version of the New Testament in oa at 
When he gave us Letters to Young Churches ten ye der, 
he made the fervent phrases and hard-driven ae “= 
St. Paul spring to fresh life to fit the crying needs of <a of 
time, His next undertaking, The Gospels in Modern En se 
(1952), was less revealing, for it had to take its place ale = 
side many other well-known attempts—Weymouth Mote. 
Ronald Knox, Ricu, the American ‘Revised Standard? version 
—to clothe the grand simplicity of the Evangelists in i 
everyday speech. The Young Church in Action, which fol. 
lowed in 1955, made even plainer to the modern man the 
admirably plain story-telling of Acts of the Apostles. And 
now he does not shrink from tackling the most difficult and 
disputed book in the canon of the New Testament. 


Mystery and magnificence 

Let historians and theologians go on arguing about 
Revelation; they will never be unanimous about who its 
author was, when and why he wrote it and what its fantastic 
details really mean. As a layman, possessing none of the 
equipment of scholar or critic, I have just read J. B. Phillips’ 
new version. I have read it, with mounting excitement. at 
one sitting. for it is no longer than a longish ‘short story’— 
and anyway I believe that this is the right way to read one 
of the Gospels or shorter Epistles. Don’t let the numbers 
of chapters and verses hold you up for a moment: they were 
added long afterwards—for our convenience or inconvenience 
—by another hand. And read the great passages aloud as 
you come to them, read them out twice if you feel like it. 
Let the great river of mystery and magnificence stream 
through your mind, the relentless current of words beating 1n 
your ears. There will be time later to return to the details 
which most perplex or delight you. 

Here was a devout follower of Jesus, so near to the 
Crucifixion that some think it may have happened in, his 
childhood, who was a refugee or an exile for his faith in a 
remote Greek island. As he thought of these things the 
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heavens were opened and he felt himself caught up “in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day” into the very presence of God and 
his angels. He sets out to tell us what he saw and heard in 
his strange ecstasy; he tries to find words for the unutterable, 
to paint a picture beyond the compass of any human pen. 
He wrote down all he could in queer, twisted Greek, and Mr. 
Phillips hazards the guess that he actually wrote during his 
hours of vision and did not dare to tidy it up afterwards. 

Like other Christians of his time he believed that he was 
living in the final days of the world; he witnessed in his vision 
the unspeakable terrors and sublimities of the Last Judge- 
ment. As a matter of history every one of us now knows 
that this did not then happen. He gives full rein to the 
astounding arithmetic of prophesy (two hundred million 
angelic horsemen, with breastplates fiery red, blue and yellow 
and so forth), and every generation since his time has pro- 
duced very minor prophets ready to interpret him as for- 
telling of a hated ruler or the triumph of the British Empire. 
We had best lose no energy on such unprofitable pursuits. 

In Revelation we are all the same, face to face with “a 
prophet, yea, much more than a prophet”—a poet. Not one 
of our Northern poets either but an Eastern poet, using far 
more extravagant images, his mind steeped in the glories of 
the ancient Jewish writers. The dazzling jewels and the 
crashes of thunder, the torments of the damned and the songs 
of the redeemed, the clash of vast armies of good and evil, 
the incredible beasts, the dread angelic trumpets, even that 
most dramatic half-hour of silence in heaven issue from an 
Oriental mind. How painstaking is the scholarship of Dante’s 
vision in comparison. how very homely is John Bunyan’s 
dream! 

Profound truths 

But we must never be tempted to think of poetry and truth 
as apposiles. A great poem has power, like music, to utter 
profound truths before which mere prose is dumb. Most of 
the imagery of Revelation is alien to our Western twentieth 
century minds but through its strange, even grotesque, modes 
of speech shines the whole truth which is greater than its 
parts, “the knowledge” (as Mr. Phillips puts it) “that God is 
in control of history”, however much our scientific age may 
doubt or deny it. Here is a stupendous picture of God’s 
righteousness dealing justly with the goodness and the bad- 
ness of mankind. Here. through the utmost tribulations, is 
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the sure and certain hope of redemption for t 
God and their adoration of him a a ae petvants of 
been surpassed. nave never 
You ean analyse an immortal poem (as Students d 
exam.) and leave il stone dead. You can make S 
ideas in basie English prose and lose utterly the S of its 
is its secret: you may be left in the end with seine Which 
“bare, ruined chaos where once the sweet bird sang’, Smet 
to tamper with the cadences of an inspired translatio a 
ihe Authorised Version of Revelation is to take a y n like 
risk, The merit of the scrupulous Phillips’ version Tene 
l read on and on today. is that, without destroying ‘a 
manifest beauty of the sound. it makes a little wire te 
of an extraordinary book which holds enchantment for Sead 
generation of its readers. very 


o for an 


Have a Drink? 


An invitation to controversy 
by SAM EVANS 


ELL, WHY NOT? “Everybody does it” (which, 

\) \ of course, is quite untrue!) .. . “What harm 

will it do?” ... “It’s the done thing”... “You can’t celebrate 
any occasion properly without it”... “It’s grown-up to have 
a drink”... “It creates a friendly atmosphere, and makes one 
iezel good.” There are plenty of excuses for what has become 
in many cases an extremely bad habit that not infrequently 
leads to moral disintegration, looseness in living, tragedy and 
crime. The drink problem, which most sensible people regard 
zs disturbing, except the apologists for the liquor traffic, 
ought to be on our consciences more than it is. Whether we 
are total abstainers or moderate drinkers. we should be con- 
cerned about the position in this country, and try to arrive 
ai some conclusion in keeping with the spirit of Jesus Christ. 


The Young in Danger 


Here are some figures that should shock us. In June, last 
year, the Economic Research Council issued its Third Annual 
Report on Drunkenness among persons aged under twenty- 
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one. The Council depended for their data on the co-operation 
of Chief Constables. more than seventy of whom variously 
replied to their request for information. It was reported that 
in twenty-two county boroughs the number of convictions of 
persons under twenty-one for drunkenness had risen from 
490 in 1950 to 1,004 in 1955, an increase of just over 100 per 
cent. There was “a sharp deterioration in drunkenness among 
girls under twenty-one. after some three years of steadiness 
following earlier deterioration between 1950 and 1952”. 
Referring to the figures from “sixty-four Authorities”, the 
Report said : “The young were therefore being convicted twice 
as frequently as those aged twenty-one and over, allowing 
for numbers in each group : in 1953, the rate was only 50 per 
cent higher.” 
Chronics and Accidents 

It is interesting to note that, although total convictions for 
drunkenness reached an all-time low of 20.000 a year at the 
end of the Second World War, they have now reached over 
50,000 for the past few years. According to the World 
Health Organisation, there are in England and Wales 
90,000 chronic alcoholics and some 344.000 ‘social drinkers’ 
suffering from the early, less virulent. stages of alcoholism. 
Apparently. this scourge marks down the talented and sensi- 
tive members of the community, as the recent deaths of a 
young artist and a brilliant British poet bear witness. The 
relation of alcoho! to road accidents deserves close attention. 
In Britain, the authorities put the percentage of accidents due 
to alcohol at less than one per cent; but this figure is small 
only because we continue to regard drunkenness and not 
drinking as the subject of official enquiries when accidents 
take place. In other countries, however, where blood or other 
chemical tests are adopted by the police and magistracy in 
dealing with such cases. the percentage is certified as much 
higher. to as much as 40 per cent. 


National Waste 

Further figures are revealing. The national expenditure on 
beer. wines and spirits, as returned by the Central Statistical 
Office through H.M. Stationery Office, in 1955 was £859 
millions, an increase of £100 millions over the figure for 1950. 
If we break this fantastic figure down into items of individual 
expenditure, we find that this means an expenditure of more 
than £17 per head of the population. the calculation including 
children. total abstainers and moderate drinkers. The total 
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amount spent in 1955 was greater 

: than t 
and cereals, or fruit and vegetables, nat Spent on bread 
nearly twice as much on alcohol as it did on trac at Spent 
getting to and from work and Phe 


oin i ncludi 
money was spent on beer alon AE holiday), lug 


; e and 
on books in a year. In a BBC. rae than was ao 


“Panorama” last year an expert aie Progr 
shortage prevailing early last summer in ne oo 
country. If nothing were done about this = parts of the 
prophesied some rationing system throughout the” expert 
within the next twenty-five years, and added thar Oty 
1,000 gallons of water were used in the production t least 
barrel of beer. These figures surely make us ask the , of each 
“Can we afford such expenditure ?” eg 


uestion, 
A Challenge 
The above information is challenging to 
the true interests of their country at heart, 
especially are called to set an example to the 
of the community. in particular the young. W 
help foster a deep discontent with things as they are at present 
and endeavour to shape public opinion in the direction of tem. 
perance and a more profitable use of spending power. Young 
people should be encouraged to take a definite stand against 
the modern, and thoroughly pernicious, tradition that social 
functions are incomplete without cocktails or other alcoholic 
drinks. It is, of course, nonsense—and contrary to our 
experience in Toc H—to claim that you cannot have a merry 
and enjoyable time without the provision of what Upton 
Sinclair has called “the greatest trap that life has set for the 
feet of genius”. 


those who have 
and Christians 
other members 
e should try to 


Royal Example 

An important declaration has recently been signed by 
twenty-four Heads of States or Prime Ministers, including the 
King of Sweden, the Emperor of Japan and the Prime 
Ministers of India and Ceylon, which reads as follows: 
“Recognising the widespread detrimental influence on society 
as a whole and on youth in particular, of the use of alcoholic 
beverages on State occasions, I hereby declare my purpose 
personally to ban all alcoholic beverages at parties and State 
functions for which I am responsible.” Our own Queen has 
stated that the loyal toast is just as acceptable when it 1s 
offered in soft drinks as it is in those containing camer 
Many sportsmen, pioneers in all fields, explorers and leade 
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would agree with Sir Don Bradman. that “a man who is a 
total abstainer has an advantage over a man who partakes of 
alcoholic liquor”. Furthermore, it is a significant fact. in 
relation to the present British Antarctic Expedition, that it has 
been decided’ that “no alcoholic drink will be taken on the 


journey across the Antarctic Continent, nor will it be taken on 
sledging runs”. 


Soft or...? 


There is medical opinion in abundance as to the wisdom or 
otherwise of taking alcohol, either for pleasure or for curative 
purposes. Do we know what such opinion is? For it is our 
duty to help others, especially the young, by our example. 
our conduct and advice when asked for. so that they will know 
how best to answer the question, “Why not have a drink ?” 


The Personal Element 


by CYRIL CATTELL 


E HAVE BEEN CALLED “a nation of shopkeepers”. 

Presumably this may be taken to imply a 

degree of success on our part in ‘selling the goods’. Can this 
be equally said of us as members in ‘selling? Toc H? Trans- 
mitting an experience may seem to be in a rather different 
category, yet surely success in either case requires personal 
conviction and belief in that which we offer to others. Often, 
it seems, we fall back on the printed word as a substitute for 


the personal endeavour 
By 


which must be evident 
in men who, knowing 
their ‘wares’, go out with 
complete confidence and 
unbounded enthusiasm to 
sell them in the common 
market-place. 

Week by week we 
come together in our 
Branches. enjoying and 
encouraging good fellow- 
ship, doing useful jobs ‘u. . complete confidence and 
of service. Ten or a unbounded enthusiasm . . .” 
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dozen men, well-known to each other—and with seldo 
new face there to enlarge this almost ‘closed circle’, 


ma 
this sounds more like the Branch at the other end Maybe 


eee of t 
District than your own. But say tt turned out to be ou 


what would you do about it? It’s just as persona] as th 


hat. 
A number of excellent ideas for effecting our lated 
extension’ have been put forward in the last three issues = 
the JourNaL. and I hope that increasingly we shall be Dre- 
pared to try them out, But though Toc H is “too simple for 
words”, the fact remains that if we are to communicate it to 
others. sooner or later it will have to be done in our Words 
as well as by our actions. If it is to carry any conviction at all 


it must be first-hand stuff. 


Shyness or Reserve 


Admittedly there is something in most of us which holds 
us back when we would ‘talk Toc H’ with those who are not 
members. Call it shyness or reserve, it is nevertheless present 
and has to be reckoned with. A preparedness on the part of 
each of us to make a quite conscious effort to interpret 
Toc H through our own experience is here necessary. Some 
quiet thoughts on (a) the reasons why we joined Toc H, (b) 
the reasons why we have continued—a lot of us for many 
years—in membership, and (c) the effort we are making at 
the personal level to “transmit to future generations” that 
which is at the heart of Toc H, may be helpful. 


Most of us find it easier to become articulate in the intimate 
circle of our own Branch than in less familiar surroundings. 
Some months ago one Branch decided to set aside a few 
evenings on which members could frame in their own words, 
an answer to the question “What. in my experience, is 
Toc H?” These evenings proved some of the most enjoyable 
and helpful they had known, particularly as the members who 
agreed to ‘utter’ were those who seldom joined in discussions 
in the normal way. Interesting—if, in some cases, unexpected 
—answers were forthcoming! The important point was that 
each man spoke of something which was quite personal to 
him. All agreed that, having once got started, there was a 
lot they knew about Toc H which they were able and wanted 
to communicate to others. For some this was the first, and 
essential, step in ‘transmission’. To-day there is a new liveli- 
ness in the Branch—there are new members too, and plans 
for extension in newly-developed communities. 
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We are right in saying Toc H has a mission. The closing 
phrase of our prayer is a constant reminder to us of that, but 
this places a responsibility on each of us ; no one else can do 
our particular piece of missionary enterprise in just the way 
that we can, so it’s not a question of leaving it to someone 
else to ‘work for His Kingdom in the wills of men’. 


Readiness to Experiment 

One of the most fascinating features of Toc H in my 
experience has been its readiness to experiment with new 
ideas in changing times. The fact that we have passed through 
a silent revolution in the last few years makes imperative the 
need for that same flexibility in trying out any methods where- 
by we can transmit this essentially spiritual experience that 
is ours to others sharing our contemporary situation. Here 
we must encourage our younger members even if to some 
older men their ideas are just “too new-fangled to work”. As 
] see it, however, we have little to offer except through our- 
selves—the ‘face to face’ relationship of persons—difficult 
though that may be sometimes. 

In our own day, with all its tensions and problems, Toc H 
offers that which so many people in all walks of life need. 
Are they to be denied this—and we the enrichment that would 
come from having them with us—because, unwittingly, in our 
plans for extension we may have played down our finest 
asset—the persona! element ? 


PANCAKE PARTY 


T the traditional Pancake Grease for London 

Marksmen in Holborn Hall the chef tossed the 
pancake back stage! There was a danger that the piano 
would be decimated by ‘pancake happy’ lads but order was 
restored and Alan Hewing of Mark III won the Mafeking 
Note trophy. 

Party games, oriental mysteries by Foo Poo and Pong Hi 
produced cascades of streamers. silks, parasols and even 
doves, whilst a breath of Sussex air was provided by the 
Honeysett family from Brightlingsea with traditional airs 
played on handbells. 

Tubby, in a most vigorous mood, provided a challenge for 
Lent; a personal reassessment of one’s attitude to God and 
His Purpose and a strengthening of the Branch in its attitude 
to Toc H. V.G.E. 
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i 
The Elder Brethren 


At the going down of the sun and in the 


i morni 
We will remember them ng 
BesLy.—On January 8, HENRY | BESLY, aged 9], : 
Malmesbury Branch. Elected 14.3.42 f member of 
ppury.—On January 18, HENRY HIGGS BRADBURY, ay 
wether of Truro Branch, Elected 5.6,'28. aged 69, a 


SLEY.— February 7, ALFRED Noan Buck 
Mie of ekana Janeton Branch. Elected 18 1132r 80. a 
—On February 21, MATTHEW THOMAS 

ge ae o bauehton-lé-Sprivie Branch. Elected Tosh aged 
—On January 20, Percy JAMES Davis, aged 5 

ah ie Beane "Elected 1.3.40. gcd 59, a member of 
.—On February 5, WILLIAM J. DUNCAN, aged 85, 3 

sie earch Elected 17.12.41. ged 85, a member 

Durrant.—On January 17, HaroLD E. F. Durr 
member of Ruislip Branch. Elected 14.5.°54. 

Epmonps.—On February 13, ALBERT WILLIAM ERNEST 
aged 69, a member of Martock Branch. Elected 8.10.'36, 

GutsoLe.—On January 20. CYRIL ALFRED GUTSOLE, aged 59, a 
member of Hackbridge Branch. Elected 18.12.°47, 

Ketsey.—On January 28, SIDNEY KELSEY, aged 62, a member of 
Putney Branch. Elected 1.1.°29. 

Knicut.—On September 25. 1956. FRED KNIGHT, aged 48, a mem- 
ber of Woodborough Branch. Elected 9.3.54. 

Lomas.—On February 25, REGINALD ALAN Lomas, aged 27, a 
member of Newcastle-upon-Tyne Branch. Elected 15.4.°55. 

MACKENZIE-STEWART.—On June 2, 1956. REGINALD JAMES TYLER 
MACKENZIE-STEWaRT, (‘R.J.'), a member of Western Area General 
Members’ Branch. Elected 12.3.°35. 

Mann.—On February 14, ARTHUR Mann, aged 53. a member of 
Far Cotton Branch, Elected 24.2.°53. 

Marriott.—On February 10, Captain FRANK MARRIOTT, C.M.G. 
aged 81, blinded in action 1917, Federal President of Toc H in 
Australia, 1931-34, and for long a leader in Tasmania. 

Mayes.—On February 9, ALBERT Mayes, aged 72, a member of 
East Midlands Area General Members’ Branch. Elected 1.6.52. 

OLERENSHAW.—On January 25, ALFRED ERNEST OLERENSHAW, aged 
76, a member of Dyserth Branch. Elected 8.3.'51. 

PICKLES.—On February 18, ERNEST PICKLES, formerly of Bradford 
Branch, and a member of West Yorks. Area General Members’ 
Branch. Elected 16.6.°34. 

PRIDMORE.—On February 23, FRANCIS HENRY PRIDMORE, aged 63. 
a founder member of Higham Ferrers Branch. Elected 14.10.°52. 

Reese.—On January 24, the Rev. THOMAS WILLOUGHBY REESE. 
aged 87, a member of Mold Branch. Elected 30.11.°45. 
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Roperts.-On January 22. Jonn WittiaMm ROBERTS, aged 63, a 
member of Mold Branch, Elected 15,9,'33. l 


ScRIMSHAW.—On February 17, FREDERICK [OHN SCRIMSHAW, aged 
69. a member of Mablethorpe Branch. Elected 9.9.'54. 


SLAUGHTER.—On February 15, PERCY SLAUGHTER (‘Tod’) aged 47, 
a member of Buckland Branch. Elected 6.5.36. 


Turner.—On February 23, the Rev. WILLIAM TURNER, aged 74, a 
former Padre of Wootton Bassett Branch, Elected 25.11.48. 


Tyson.—On November 10, 1956, HERB T 
member of Goxhill Branch. Elected 24.136. Nees ESS ioe 


Vosper.—On January 20, CANNING Vosrer, aged 81. a founder 
member of Saltash Branch. Elected 15,12.°34. 


WILLIAMS.—On January 28, DUDLEY WILLIAMS, a member of Mark 
Vil Branch. Elected August 1931 . 


DRAGON IN THE HOUSE 


by GUY ARMSTRONG 


Do is a brilliant young scientist, thirty-five years 
old. With a brain as keen as a razor. and a 
laugh that rattles the rafters, he should have a wonderful 
future ahead of him. The only trouble is that his lower jaw 
is the only part of his body that he can move. For the rest, 
he can neither shake his head, lift a finger, nor turn himself in 
bed. In fact, he has spent the last seven years flat on his 
back, dependent for every bodily need on the ministrations 
of his friends. There is no prospect that he will ever improve. 


Tongue-twister 


No accurate figures are available, but the best-informed 
estimates suggest that some 50,000 people in Britain are 
suffering today, to a greater or a less degree, from the same 
trouble as David. It is known as Multiple Sclerosis (though 
some may have heard of it as Disseminated Sclerosis, or 
“Creeping Paralysis”), and, being a tongue-twister, the name 
is usually shortened to “M.S.”. So far, neither the cause nor 
the cure of M.S. have been discovered, but it is known that 
the trouble lies in progressive attacks on the nervous system, 
so that the sufferer gradually loses the control of his limbs. 
M.S. is not ‘catching’, and it seems to prefer to attack young 
people. following no fixed pattern. so that some cases 
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‘orate rapidly, while others, after one Sk ee: ol 
ira, seem to get no worse. The usual form ye ta 
sufferer to have a series of attacks. weeks or months » the 
from each of which one can expect some measure of a Part, 
but the final result of each attack is to leave one a aove, 
handicapped than before. t more 


į 

Lonely lives i 
What has all this to do with Toc H? In Davi 
| 


zi aaa is fell d’s Case, t 
answer lies in the visits of his fellow-members (for he belon s 


i to Toc H), and in the arrangements they make to take hi 
f in his spinal carriage for walks and to church. But, cae i 
f how, although the existence of M.S. has been known 1, i 
K doctors for over a century, very few lay-people hâve fe | 
i heard of it, and there are many hundreds of M.S. sufferers | 
4 throughout the length and breadth of Britain. who lead lonely, ` 
i uncomfortable lives at home, or in institutions, often capable 
i. of some limited activity. but lacking the help and means iS 
Ai perform it. Some are neglected by relatives, seeing no one 
{| but their nurses from one year’s end to the next. Almost 
i without exception, their courage and faith puts the rest of us 
ie to shame; but they long for fellowship, and the Opportunity 
ii to make something of the restricted abilities which are still 
iW available to them. 


Seeking sufferers 


Toc H has always sought dragons to defeat, and here is 
yet another challenge. another opportunity to serve our fellow- 
man—and in serving him, to serve God. Every Branch of 
i Toc H must have at least one M.S. sufferer in its area, and if 
i he or she can only be found, the need will speak for itself. 

In the wider field, the general public must be made aware of 

the fact that this dreadful scourge still stalks our land, smugly 

confident that we are still helpless to prevent it from 

striking down our young people. The resources devoted to 

Tesearch into the cause and cure of M.S. are pitifully small. 

and only the pressure of informed public opinion can mobilise 
Bi the forces which will bring about its defeat. 


TE P.S.—If you are interested in hearing more, write to the 
au Secretary, Multiple Sclerosis Society, 9 Grosvenor Crescent. 
London, S.W.1. He will be glad to provide full details, with 
the address of any Branch or Group of the Society which may 
exist in your area. l 
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IN PARVOTIN LITTLE 


% AN APPEAL for the Funds of Toc H will be broadcast 
on all Home Services of the BBC at 8.25 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 28. 

¥ The Administrator, JoHN CAaLir. is ending his tour as 
the guest of Toc H in Australia and expects to complete his 
twenty-four-day homeward voyage from Fremantle, via the 
Cape. by the end of this month. 

% E. H. Burcess (Adelaide) has now succeeded Brigadier 
F. O. CHILTON (Melbourne), who has been Hon. Australian 
Commissioner for the past six years. 

yf Padre Harry Gorpon Jones will sail for India with his 
wife and children on May 11. 

g: Padre DaviD HARDING. recently in Kent and Sussex, has 
now become Area Padre in the South Western Area. 

# The Rev. LEONARD S. RIVETT, priest-in-charge of the 
William Temple Church, Woodhouse Park. Wythenshawe. 
Manchester, is to join the staff of Toc H in June. 

%z After nine months’ service as Chairman of the Council 
for Voluntary Welfare Work in Cyprus, longer than expected. 
Lieut.-Colonel W. R. ELLIOT. has handed over his duties and 
returned home. His successor is Brigadier T. H. SPEAR, a 
member of Toc H. 

9% The annual meeting of the CenrraL Councit will be 
held in Derbyshire on May 4 and 5. A summary of the 
business done will be published in the JourNaL for June, and 
a full report in July. 

%$ The Church of ALL HALLOWS-ByY-THE-TOWER, now re- 
built, will be re-dedicated on July 23. A special service for 
members of Toc H and the Women’s Association from afar 
will be held on Saturday afternoon. July 27. 

“2 THe Woro CHAIN OF LIGHT will be started at 9 p.m. 
on December 11 by Toc H in UGanpa. From Kampala, 
where a twenty-four-hour Vigil will be maintained, the Chain 
of Light will be observed in turn at 9 p.m. by local time on 
the Wednesday in Africa, Europe and America, and on 
Thursday, December 12, in Australasia and Asia. 

$ BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL: Saturday, December 7, in London. 
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————BELGIAN TOURS—— 


incE the plans for this year’s parties to 

S Belgium were first announced there 

has been a steady flow of bookings and already 

two tours have had to hoist a ‘house full’ signal. 

As we go to press there are still some vacant 

places in the tours listed below, unless otherwise 

noted, but readers who are minded to join one of 

the parties are advised to apply for particulars 
now, before they become fully booked-up. 


In most cases the week’s tour (eight days, seven 
nights accommodation) covers hotel, transport and 
gratuities. including day visits to Brussels and 
other Belgian cities of art, at an all-in cost of 
approximately £18 from London to London. The 
tours are open to both men and women, and mem- 
bers or their friends who wish for further informa- 
i tion should write direct to the leader concerned, 


April 19/22 North Western Area. Women’s Associa- 

Easter tion. 
Mrs. Davipson, Cross Cottage. Kirkby 
Lonsdale, Near Carnforth, Lancs. 

May 17/20 CHARLES JACKSON, 23 Beechwood Avenue. 
Thornton Heath, Surrey, 

Western Area. 

ni June 7/11 W. F. Brooker, Toc H, 16 Charlotte St., 

High | Whitsun Bristol, 1. 

| June 15/22 Kent and Sussex Areas. 

! C. A. CaTTELL. Fully booked-up. 

June 22/29 F. G. CHEsworm™, Toc H Headquarters, 
47 Francis Strect, London, S.W.1. 

June 29/July 6 F. G. CHEswortu, as above, 

July 6/13 J. H. Clark, Toc H Headquarters, 47 
Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 

Aug. 17/24 South Eastern Region, Women's Associa- 
uon. 
Miss Rugy RELF. Fully booked-up. 

Aug. 24/31 Miss Rusy RELF, 8 Cumberland Walk, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 

Aug. 31/Sep.2 Women’s Association. 
Miss ELSa PERRIN, Crutched Friars House. 


EE 


` London. E.C.3. 
Aug. 31/Sep.7 F. G, CHeswortu, Toc H Headquarters. 
47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 
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Contributed by GEOFF MARTIN 


A BRANCH DIES: LAUS DEO! 


Er unique happened on February 27 in 
Pretoria—a Service of Thanksgiving for the 
closing of a Branch. The Branch may now die because its 
members can now live. This is the press account of it all : 

“So successful has been the treatment of leprosy by the new 
sulphone drugs that the Toc H Branch at the Westfort Leper 
Institution. realising that it was dying because the patients 
have been given new life, has closed down. Last night it 
handed back its Toc H Lamp, dedicated to the great 
missionary, Father Damien, who gave his life for lepers, to 
Ronald Anderson (General Secretary of Toc H South Africa), 
who twenty-two years ago presented a Toc H rushlight to 
Westfort. 

“Since 1935, when Toc H took up the challenge of its 
Founder Padre, ‘Tubby’ Clayton, to serve the great human 
needs at Westfort, two teams drawn from the Toc H member- 
ship in Johannesburg and Pretoria, have visited the patients 
unceasingly. Except during the war, these visits have never 
been less frequent than once a fortnight, and over periods 
have been once a week. 


Their own Branch 


“By 1937 the patients so deeply appreciated the fellowship 
brought to them by these visitors, and so much longed to 
belong to something that was still part of the world from 
which they had been banished, that they formed their own 
Toc H Branch. As a Branch they met fortnightly and did 
their jobs of service within the grounds of the institute. In 
particular, they saw to the needs of bedridden patients and 
of the non-European inmates. of whom there are about 900. 
They placed newcomers to the institution in touch with the 
Visiting teams. 

“Toc H outside Westfort, for its part concentrated on pro- 
viding real fellowship for the patients, many of whom its 
members got to know intimately. Gifts and comforts of all 
kinds were found by Toc H and interested supporters. some 
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members of the Movement in Britain ani 
Christmas Toc H has raised £500 to £600 
tfort. Each European patient has named his 
d every one of the 900 non-Europeans also 


gifts coming from 
Australia. Every 
for a party at Wes 
or her own gift an 
receives a present. 

“After ie war, thanks to the lead given by Lady Mary 
Baring, Toc H Westfort Branch was able to realise its dream 
of a holiday resort on the Pondoland coast. This was built 
and equipped at a cost of £7.000 to which Toc H Branches 
in the Union contributed £1,000. The European patients 
except for those who are bedridden, take an annual holiday 
there. Some have become keen fishermen, and at Christmas 
fishing tackle is what they ask for as a present. 

“At the end of a simple Thanksgiving service conducted 
by the Rev. Dudley Meredith, who has himself been a member 
of the Johannesburg visiting team for fifteen years, Ronald 
Anderson received the lamp on behalf of the Toc H anti-T.B. 
Settlement at Botha’s Hill, Natal. There it will repose for all 
time in a shrine of honour in the Settlement’s new chapel, 
The Toc H Women’s Association likewise received their lamp 
back from the women’s Branch at Westfort. 

“Soon, it is hoped. there will be very few European patients 
left at Westfort, but Toc H will continue to help those who 
have returned to the world and will befriend the non- 
European patients. The big Christmas parties will still round 
off the year.” 

Barrier broken 

Before the service, Ronald Anderson outlined the early 
history of Westfort, the challenge to the Transvaal. the early 
contacts and making friends. He repeated what the chairman, 
receiving the rushlight. then said: “Once we felt we were 
alone—now we know this is no longer true.” This brought 
home to Toc H that it had broken through the barrier by 
which the patients in Westfort always felt they had been 
surrounded. The Branch grew. developed a purpose of its 
own, became the link between Toc H Transvaal and the 
patients and made our service more intimate and personal. 

What had Toc H in Westfort proved? That Toc H could 
work anywhere where men of spirit applied its principles to 
life around them. What had Westfort Branch done ? Created 
a fellowship which made life different for themselves which 
radiated to other patients in the colony and affected them. 
Helped newcomers to get over the terrible shock of their 
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finement : rendered service to those in need ; identified 
O meelves with the family of Toc H in Southern Africa, 
‘acluding the generous gifts to the Family Purse which 
shamed some of our more privileged but more careless units. 
pa finally challenging us throughout the country to live out 
Toc H and overcome our petty difficulties. i 

Ronald concluded : “You can hold your heads high—we 
gave you the light of Toc H in trust—you have been worthy 
trustees. We will cherish this Lamp as a symbol of a trust 


well kept.” 


Bill Goes On—IV 


by JOHN DURHAM 


Last month’s instalment ended with the arrival 
at a Toc H Power Conference of Bill Davidson, 
together with his friends Lofty and Mike. They 
now meet and mix with members of the Central 
Executive and staff and find them to be human. 


RRIVING AS LATE AS WE DID we had missed the 

first two Sessions of the Conference. but there was 
still the Saturday evening and the greater part of Sunday 
before us. Judging from the crowd in the Lounge and the 
noise they were making most of the members had already 
been here some time. JI found myself wedged in a corner with 
a group of four men whose labels proclaimed that they hailed 
from Derbyshire, the West Midlands. Liverpool. and East 
Yorkshire. 

“What do you think of it so far?” asked the Liverpudlian. 

“Tm afraid that I’ve only just got here.” I replied. “The 
two chaps I brought with me couldn’t get away until after 
mid-day. How have things been going ?” 

“Pretty well, I think,” said the West Midlander. “I’ve never 
been to this sort of thing before, and frankly I’m enjoying it 
no end. Gives me the sort of impression that it’s all a very 
large Branch Meeting.” 

“How many are here ?” I asked. 

“About a hundred. | think.” replied the Derbyshire man. 
“At that’s what I’ve heard. Theyre a very friendly 
crowd.” 
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n whose labels proclaimed that they hailed from Derbyshire, 


car Liverpool and East Yorkshire.’ 


the West Midlands, 
“What else would you expect,” asked the West Midlander. 
“We're supposed to be Toc H. aren't we 4 f 

“Yes, ] know,” answered Derbyshire,” but haven’t you ever 
come across the District Get-Together where all the blokes 
from the same Branch stick together and you can’t mix them 
up? This is much better than the sort of thing I’ve come 
across.” 

“What did you think of this afternoon’s Session?” asked 
the Liverpudlian. 

“Definitely good,” replied the West Midlander. “J thought 
Harry Gell hit the nail on the head.” 

“Who is he?” I asked. “I’m afraid I haven’t studied the 
programme very closely.” 

“Oh, he’s a member of the Central Executive and a Head- 
master somewhere in Kent. But he didn’t put over the school- 
master stuff this afternoon. Didn’t you think he was good ?” 
and the West Midlander turned to the Yorkshireman. 

The Yorkshireman, with pipe firmly clenched between his 
teeth, seemed wrapt in thought. Then he removed the pipe 
from his mouth. “He was alright.” he said ; and replaced the 
pipe. Clearly he was a man of action and not of words. 

_ They were a friendly crowd and by plying them with ques- 
tions I began to get an idea of what had happened before we 
arrived. I had lost sight of Lofty and Mike, but hung about 
for them as we began to troop into supper. We settled our- 
selves at one end of one of the long tables in the Refectory. 
This was an unwise choice and due to our ignorance of the 
place. for we quickly discovered that it had fallen to our lot to 
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i ood to all who were sitting at our table. Opposite 
dish a T rather square-headed chap who was 
Oie something earnestly to his neighbour who was looking 
a ienily serious. I glanced at their labels, and caught 
ara eye. He raised his eyebrows and grinned. Fair-haired 
o D his label the words ‘John Callf, Administrator’ ; while 
ha evolently serious sported the notice ‘Rex Calkin, Gen. 


ET giddy aunt.” murmured Lofty to me, “look what we’ve 


a ines conversation being finished, John Callf looked 
at us. grinned. and apologised for talking shop. Politely I 
said that I expected that at this time he had a lot on his plate, 
and then realised that I might have expressed it differently. 
We all laughed, and Rex Calkin assured us that from long 
experience he could say that the food at Swanwick was good. 
From a discussion on food we passed to talking about the 
Conference, and we had to admit that we had only just 
arrived. Thence we moved to what proved to be an 
inescapable topic of conversation at the Conference, ‘How’s 
your Branch doing ? From time to time I glanced at Lofty 
to see how he was reacting to the comments of two members 
of a class for which he has no liking—Headquarters personnel. 
From his expression I derived a lot of quiet amusement. From 
what the two said it was more than clear that they were not 
the arm-chair theorists that Lofty had maintained al! H.Q. 
members must inevitably be. What was also clear was that 


‘. . . we settled ourselves at one end of one of the long tables.’ 
BILL GOES ON 


‘lusions on how some members of Toc 
ae neo It was altogether a very illuminating Cote 
Versation, and I couldn't help wishing that more of the critics 
of H.Q. had been able to listen in. ; 

Having met John Callf in the flesh it was all the more 
interesting to listen to him after supper talking on Jobmastery. 
It would have done our Branch good to hear what he had to 
say, and the reporting at to them can’t be the same however 

ike does his stuf. 
Nene! the ‘Free For All’ that followed. but | found 
that I gotas much if not more from meeting a whole host of 
different blokes over tea at half-past nine and for the couple 
of hours that we stayed up afterwards. As we walked across 
to our bedrooms | said to Lofty “Well, what do you think of 
. crowd ?” 

ao ughed. “I knew you'd ask me that, blast you, 
Alright. J admit it. They were alright. Anyhow, H.Q. or no 
H.Q. I'm glad ] came. But, help, I'm tired. I don’t know 
about you.” And he shut his bedroom door firmly as he said 
good-night to Mike and myself. ; j 

To judge from the number at Communion the next morning 
about half to three-quarters of the Conference must have been 
members of the Church of England. I couldn’t help feeling 
that it was a vast pity that we weren’t all there. but Hawkeye 
and Other-Half had explained very clearly to the Branch that 
Toc H can’t possibly urge its members to break the rules of 
their own Church, so we had never had any trouble on this 
score in our own Branch. Maybe I'll live to see the day when 
re-union is an accomplished fact. Anyhow. as both the Padres 
said, Toc H has done as much or more than most bodies to 
promote good feeling and understanding between the different 
Churches. 

I enjoyed the Sunday though | was unlucky enough to find 
myself in a Discussion Group which had a weak Leader and 
one inordinately garrulous member. The wretched man 
wouldn't stop talking, and the wretched Leader couldn’t shut 
him up. All the same it was quite fun. “Any Questions” was 
enjoyable, too; though personally I wish they had allowed 
questions from the floor instead of prepared ones. I think it 
would have made things much more exciting. 

I had lost touch with Lofty and Mike for most of the Sunday, 
which was probably a good thing as it made me mix with 
people I didn’t know; but we got together again at tea-time. 
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” sai x Id do 
? about you two,” said Lofty, but I could 
k eee Ly BAER AO nap. I’d no idea these things 


with so tiring. I can’t help being sorry for the H.Q. ie 
ould al Executive Circus that does many of them. Not that 
Central HA ita lot” 
haven t ae eae put in Mike. “But l'm not exactly 
cae ad to trying to put it across to the Branch. 
ned difficult thing to do.” eTa 
“Let’s have a talk about it on the way back, sai o aa 
“One thing I am clear about. We've got to get across t e 
Octopus business. That seems to me absolutely essential. 
“There’s one thing I’m clear about, too. If you want me 
to take an intelligent interest in your words of wisdom it won't 
be while I’m driving. I tell you what. If you behave your- 
selves, I'll treat you to dinner and you can produce your big 
E Ln difficult to eat and talk at the same time,” pro- 
tested Lofty. “and my mother told me never to speak with my 
mouth full. All the same I accept your invitation. ‘ 
“Oh, stop nattering,” J said. “and let’s get going. 


[To be continued.) 
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—Prestwick carried forward their effort in extension 
ee ne atina a get-together in the Gartferry Hotel. Not only 
did they get a number of Ayr men who will go on to form a grou 
in Ayr under the care of Bill Thomson, 9 Kirk Port, Ayr, but they 
also got a few new contacts for themselves. Stonehouse, when makin 
plans for a Burns Supper, took time to discuss the possibility of 
extending the Family in Larkhall. The Rotary Exhibition in Edin. 
burgh last year, at which the Edinburgh Branches were involved, 
brought forth three new members for Stockbridge, and a discussion 
in the District Team of extension in Musselburgh and Leith. Black- 
ridge are arranging a week in their area for the staff man, with him 
contacts in Armadale, Bathgate, ae te ee ai oe visited. Black- 

i i i t other men with the Toc isease. 
ridge wish to infec iis N 


NOTTS. & DERBY.—An excellent pie and pea supper was held 
at Normanton to say farewell to Padre George Stevens who has 
taken up an appointment in London with the Mission to Jews, 
Brimington Branch has taken over the administration of the local 
Sick Appliances Fund. This was handed over by the hospital to the 
church who passed it on to Toc H. Staveley hope to raise their own 
concert party for entertainment purposes of all kinds. They are also 
co-operating with Worksop over film shows for old people in rest 
centres. Bolsover have been giving supper and entertainment to both 
old folk and children. A recent meeting in Radcliffe-on-Trent may 
result in the formation of a new group. Toc H in Nottingham are 
co-operating with Rotary and other bodies in a joint effort concerned 
with the possibility of holidays for fatherless children in the city. 

Les WHEATLEY. 


YORKSHIRE—Congratulations to Bailiff Bridge on being recom- 
mended for Branch status, and to Dewsbury and Bradford on being 
recognised as groups. Huddersfield are now planning a “Records 
Request Programme” for hospital patients, in conjunction with the 
hospital football broadcast scheme. Goole are already doing this. 
The new group at Bradford have suffered a grievous loss in the 
sudden death of their Secretary E. Pickles. a staunch member of 
loc H, and ex vice-Chairman of the Area Executive. Halifax and 
Sowerby continue their work in connection with the Cheshire Home 
at “White Windows”. West Hull have renovated the homes of one 
or two old people in hospital, ready for their discharge. and are 
following this up with visits. Otley have provided furniture for a 
patient being discharged from hospital, who had no home. Bridling- 
ton are thinking about a Yorkshire Conference to be held in the late 
autumn. Jonn MADDOCK. 
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picce of service 


ave just completed an unusual 
‘ NT Rams he Sailors’ Church there. Wadhurst members 


KE! S t 
in the redecora ical people were the guests of the Toc H ses 
and many A when Lieut.-General Sir John Glubb spoke a ; 
Youth m sion flash: names of likely contacts at Speldhurs 

ena w. Golding, 29a Colebrook Road. High 


recently, Wells) to E d, HEF 


(Tonbri pi idge wells. please. Progress so far with 
, Brooms. Ton a urac: Birchington (Thanet) arc in process of 
start is mS the field of creative jobmastery 


pane e Branch Choir. In : eatin e 
form P Pr arde wells) are exploring the possibility of meeting 


Rusthall 
a local 


ting a Youth Club. Cyrit CATTELL. 


Although Ron Hodgkins, a 
member of Maidenhead Branch, 
has only been blind a few years 
he confidently accepts this handi- 
cap and in no way lets it get him 
down. He is always ready to 
support local money - raising 
efforts by making and selling his 
baskets and the picture shows 
him giving a weekly lesson to 
members of the local Salvation 
Army Corps. 

Derick PARSONS. 


SOUTHERN — Rowner & 
Bridgemary gave their fifth 
Annual Party for Old Folks at 
the Church Hall. 120 old people 
were entertained to tea and a concert by a local dancing school. 
The Mayor and Mayoress of Gosport spent half-an-hour there. 
Rushlights are being presented in March to Hook (any contacts to 
Phil. Wright, Middle Lodge. Rotherwick, Hants.) and to Hayling 
Island (contacts to Joe Parker, Manor Road Stores). A new start is 
being made at West Moors, Chandlers Ford and in the Portswood- 
Highfield end of Southampton. We would be grateful if names of 
contacts could be sent to Area Office. BoB KNIGHT. 


need in star 


S. & SE. LONDON —Parks District held a Guest-night on 
February 4 at the Battersea & Clapham headquarters, which was 
well attended. ‘Ches’ was the guest of honour and challenged the 
Branches on Extension. and entertainment, humorous and otherwise, 
was provided by members. Coney Hall are organising an athletic 
meeting for youth of Bromley, Beckenham. Croydon, Penge and 
aaa ae to be held on a modern track at Woodside on June 15 
n S the title of Olympic Flame Athletic Meeting. Sidcup, having 
EN TAR for the local „Voluntary T.B. Care Committee. are 
ane = ane books for hospitals. Wandle District held its annual 
Eee Sl ee Square, on February 13, at which Tubby. Mayne 
hie ind the Area Padre were the guests. Tubby’s presence and 

Stories were greatly enjoyed. SaM Evans 
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RD & THAMES VALLEY—The experiment, i 

Ea pirt and the international onc, are going very wa È the 
moment. The international group in Oxford, with Africans, mai the 
West Indians, Oxford people and undergraduates, ended a igen” 
the other night on one of the loudest and longest bursts of iene 
heard for a long time—but, often, arguments are as sustained et 
intense if not as loud. On May 9, this group—whose Chaira ad 
Michael Abani, 167 Walton Street, Oxford—is inviting speakers fn Is 
the Socialist and Tory parties to give the respective Policies on om 
future of the Protectorates. That may be a good laugh, too—hut i 
will certainly be interesting! Banbury Branch bought a recordel’ 
They are now asking Branches all over the world to send fhe 
recordings—starting with Aggrey Willis in Uganda—describing em 
political, social scene around them. and the problems of the peonle 
and the place of the Toc H Branch. In return. Banbury Branch send 
out recordings of their own. There is the start of a vast idea E 
—and we all may want to share in it. How Branches have to ae 
their own ventures by sheer hard work is shown by Caversham 
Branch. They have earned an efficient Film Unit by the members 
acting plays and getting moncy from the box office—by running 
whist drives and rummage sales—and by putting the case to Readins 
business people who have helped the Film Unit on their way to 
orphanages. old folks’ home, international clubs and Probation 
hostels. Ouver WILKINSON, 


SOUTH WESTERN—Burraton Branch have just celebrated their 
tenth Birthday. the party being complete with a huge birthday cake, 
A source of great joy and satisfaction to them is that they hope 
shortly to complete the clearing of the debt on their very fine H.Q. 
Budleigh Salterton have celebrated their first birthday as a Branch. 
rather belatedly, but in great style! Their great fear is that they will 
have to knock out one wall of their meeting room to accommodate 
their numbers. The same trouble applies at Looe, where prospective 
visitors to the Watch Tower should note that latecomers have to sit 
on the stairs! Rowbarton and Taunton Branches have together 
collected some 500 pairs of discarded spectacles for the Christian 
Medical Mission at Vellore, South India. Other Branches are follow- 
ing suit in this opportunity of helping our overseas brethren. 

GILBERT FRANCIS. 

WEST MIDLANDS—“Keeping in contact” appeared to be the 
keynote at Kidderminster Branch annual dinner where former mem- 
bers from Bristol, Manchester, Kettering. Romford and Chelmsford 
were in attendance. Leamington had its Annual Rededication Service 
and “get-together”. ‘Ches’, the Editor of the JOURNAL. visited Kidder- 
minster and Tettenhall Branches in connection with his visit to the 
opening of the Bridgehead Association House in Birmingham, and 
excellent attendances were a feature of the meetings. The Chapel at 
Mark VI was moved in the renovation process and the new Chapel 
was dedicated by the Bishop of Birmingham. Evesham, responsible 
for the formation of the local UNA Branch held a joint meeting 
with them where an illustrated talk on Malaya was the feature. A 
“get together” was held by the Cannock Chase District at Stafford 
where the local Branch were planning their visit to the adjacent 
R.A.F. station, 16 M.U., to investigate the possibility of commencing 
a unit there. Bos PurRDY. 
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SUSSEX-- Extension item: Do you know any contacts in Rose 
Green. west of Bognor Regis? If so please let A. G. Gennings. 
Weaver's Broom, Harefield Estate, Middleton-on-Sea, know. In the 
same way please let Bob Spencer of Oakland, Bilsham Road, Yapton, 
have names in connection with our new group there. Congratulations 
to Ernest Gretton, of Seaford, who has just retired after thirty-four 
years service wilh W. H. Smith and Son. ‘Gret’ js Secretary of 
Seaford Branch. We send our good wishes to him and to Mrs. 


Gretion. CYRIL CaTreL. 


Members of Crownhill Branch, Plymouth, at their annual party. 


WESTERN —The men's and women's Branches in Bath District 
are combining to run a Toc H Week commencing May 18, opening 
with a Gala Fête. During the week special attractions are being 
arranged to cater for every taste, from a classical concert to a skiffie 
group session. from a formal Dance to Square Dancing. The target 
for the week is £1,000 for the extension of Toc H. Chippenham 
Branch have paid into the Family Purse £75 being the proceeds of 
a pantomime by their local “Chippenham Starlettes”. Gloucester 
District are very busy with extension and our best wishes go to a 
new group at Longlevens, and to a similar venture at Matson. 
Upavon & Rushall have been called on for help by the local District 
Nurse and, ably assisted by their Padre, have re-made her garden! 
Swindon District Extension Team are working hard at Chisledon 
where, by the time this is in print, there may well be a new group. 
Wootton Bassett Branch recently held their cighth annual ‘65-plus’ 
party and had the help of most of the local organisations. 

FRED BROOKER. 

MARCHES—At a Guest-night held at Wem, the Branch welcomed 
their Guest Speaker. Bob Purdy, who gave a film show on his work 
in Malaya. Oswestry Branch: Tom Hawkins, an Australian who was 
made a member in Oswestry. said ‘goodbye’ last month, prior to his 
return to Sydney, New South Wales. leaving behind him many 
friends in Oswestry. T. ROMANIS. 
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Calne Branch have presented a bus to the Shaftesbury Society Schoo! at Malmesbury, 
The bus. a second-hand one, has been converted so that the girls' chairs con 
he wheeled up 2 ramp at the back. 


LINCOLNSHIRE—Quadring Branch, having become word-perfect 
with amusing sketches and old-time songs for their own New Year 
Old Folks Party, repeated the performance at Bank House. Gosberton 
Home for the aged, in one and a half hours good fun. North East 
Lines and Louth Districts combined to provide collectors at Blundell 
Park, Grimsby, at the local Derby between Lincoln City and Grimsby 
Town. Nearly £12 will be sent to the Family Purse. It was a new 
venture and it is felt that this sum can be trebled another time. 
There is barely a football crowd anywhere without many Toc H 
men among the supporters. A once-a-year effort at each ground in 
the country for the Family Purse would help a lot towards Area 
Targets. Searby & Somerby and North Kelsey groups have found 
rooms in which to meet. Laceby Branch plan to help in the forma- 
tion of a Scout Troop and possibly a men’s club; they usually 
initiate such ventures and rope others in to help. Sleaford Branch 
is the oldest in Lincolnshire and a recent revicw of service given by 
Ernie Sommers pays tribute to continued zeal. £55 for the old folks 
was raised by the ‘Down Your Way’ Carol effort, Quarington church- 
yard and the grounds of the Congregational Church were tidied, 
railway sleepers sawn, chopped and bundled for the elderly. 
Horncastle's twenty-seventh Birthday in their new room was almost 
entirely a members’ night. The floor did not cave in under the com- 
bined weight of both men’s and women’s units though the walls 
almost bulged. Lincoln brought speedy aid in the form of clothing 
to the homeless of Harby village when a crashing Vampire jet air- 
craft demolished four homes and wrecked others. Stamford Branch 
were thrilled by a demonstration of boatbuilding and boating on the 
river Nene upstream from Wansford given by photographer Mr. C. F. 
Kemp. Bos BOLTON. 
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from by car, for twenty-eight folk w 
plus age. Two of our Branches ha 
Maghull mow miget at 213 Liverpool 
days at 8 p.m.: Prescot now meet at The ili 
West Street. Prescot. on Mondays at 8 pe Milion, ee 
BEDS. & HERTS.—A few men accepted Alf. Tett’s invitation to 
all Arca General Members to get together at St. Albans when the 
H.A.C. gave them news of recent events in the Area and impressions 
of the Power Conference. Preliminary plans were made for an outing 
to Hatfield House in May: wives invited, Baldock have been econ 
nised as a group and Len. Emery of 20 Chilvers Bank Baldock, will 
welcome contacts. Many old members of Harpenden came out of 
hiding to grect Sutherland Graeme, Lord Lieutenant of the Orkneys 
who was their keen and active chairman in pre-war days, and was 
paying a visit to his old haunts. FRANK R. FIGG. — 


BRANCI BANNERS 


XXX HUNSTANTON 

Contributed by E. WYER 
i Hoa BRaNCH banner was 
made during the most difficult 
HUN TANTON period of the war years, when every 
f piece of cloth and silk thread was 
hard to come by, but first one mem- 
ber and then another salvaged, 
begged or scrounged a piece of 


velvet, fringe or silk cord until all 
the pieces were collected. 


The full size pattern was sketched 
by the Branch Pilot. The needle- 
work was then carried out by the 
fourteen-year-old daughter of one of 
the members. The shield is unique 
in possessing ‘wo lions ‘passant 
regardant while the crown and arrows are associated with 
St. Edmund King and Martyr. : 

Once a year the banner proudly takes its place, with others. 
in the Toc H Stockman’s Tent at the Royal Norfolk 
Agricultural Show. 
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W. N. Bracks 
Peterborough. wea 


Junior Toc H 7 


ONCERNING the letter in 

the December JOURNAL from 
Cheriton Branch we are pleased 
to inform them that we juniors 
held our first meeting on Decem- 
ber HI last year. We meet every 
Tuesday night in the Norton 
Toc H Branch room and our 
activities include discussions and 
evenings devoted to hobbies, 
music and games. Our average 
age is approximately fifteen ycars 
and our members number seven 
at the moment with more on the 
way. We are learning the activi- 
ties of the Toc H Branch and we 
all hope that some day we will 
be members. 

JOHN CALDER. 

Norton Juniors, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 


‘Planned Extension’ 


AM PLEASED you are giving 

Extension a good deal of atten- 
tion in the JOURNAL. Since I joined 
Toc H in 1943. I have always got 
a thrill out of it. and am sorry ! 
am not able to do as much as ! 
used to do, owing to health and 
other reasons. 
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ft was a wonderful experience 
and | would not have missed it 
for worlds. In putting Toc H over 
to groups of men who had never 
heard of it, and the different 
methods of approach to each 
village, kept one on one’s toes in 
Toc H matters, but it was through 
doing this that T found out what 
a wonderful Movement Toc H is, 
and how its aims and ideals can 
be applied by men in all walks of 
life to everyday things. 

It is only through sharing one’s 
Toc H experiences with someone 
else that its full meaning is 
realised. 

Harry Travis. 
Louth, Lines. 


New Headquarters 


Nev that the prospect for a 
new Headquarters being built 
on Tower Hill is under considera- 
tion. may we suggest that Club 
facilities for members be pro- 
vided in the new buildings? 

There is at present no place 
where a member visiting London 
can be sure of meeting men from 
other Branches. Such a meeting 
place would be of great value to 
the constant stream of Servicemen 
passing through, and for whom 
there is no central place offering 
the kind of welcome provided by 
the Old House. We suggest the 
provision of a reading and writing 
room, a common room and a 
restaurant, which might easily be 
made self-supporting. 

H. SPILLETT, 
Secretary. 

East Sheppey Branch. 


Lunch Club 


YJISITORS to Portsmouth and 
Y Southsea now have an oppor- 
tunity to meet local members at a 
monthly lunch held at Kimbells, 
near Guildhall Square. This little 
gathering—usually between 20 


OPEN HUSTINGS 


and 30 Toc H members attend— 
provides the basis for an exchange 
of ideas, and stimulating talks by 
visiting speakers are arranged. 
The luncheon is held on the third 
Monday of each month. 

HaroLo Cove. 
Rowlands Castle, 
Hampshire, 


F.S.U. Holidays 


VAJITH the approach of summer 

our units in Birmingham. 
Bradford, Bristol, Leicester, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Oldham, 
Salford, Sheffield, Stockport, York 
and London will again be trying 
to arrange holidays for the 
children of the families with 
whom we are working. These 
children often live in squalid 
surroundings, in homes lacking 
even a minimum of comfort, 
often sadly neglected by their 
parents. 

A holiday in a good home and 
happy surroundings can mean a 
great deal to such children. Apart 
from the happiness that it brings, 
we find from experience that they 
derive benefit, both physically 
and mentally. 

We would be most grateful if 
any members would be willing to 
offer hospitality to a child or 
children—preferably during the 
school holidays. We make the 
arrangements for travelling, pay 
the children’s fares and see that 
the child is clean, adequately 
clothed and free from infection. 

Offers should be sent to me at 
the address below and I would be 
pleased to supply additional 
information on request. 

Davip JONES, 
Secretary. 
Family Service Units, 
25, St. Mary’s Grove, 
London, N.I. 
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General Members 

aY I appeal to all Branch 
Mind group Secretaries to find 
out (from their Area Secretary) 
the name of their Area General 
Members Secretary. Genera! 
Members are to be found almost 
in every part of your Area and 
how nice it would be if Branch 
and group Secretaries kept these 
members in touch with what 1S 
going on in their units. 

The Area General Members 
Secretary in your Area will, I am 
sure, be only too pleased to 
inform you of any Genera} 
Branch Members that live near 
your Branch _ We should then all 
be in closer touch with one 
another and strengthen the work 
of the Family. 

Tom R. PERKINS. 

South Western Area 

General Members Secretary. 


SWELL YOUR 
BRANCH FUNDS 


by collecting all your old 
KNITTED WOOLLENS 
(hand or machine knitted) 
warn or torn, Pullovers, 
babies’ woollies, socks, 
scarves, etc, Also woollen 
underwear and old white 
wool blankets. Send us 
your parcel now. 


WE PAY 


-F. A: BLAKELEY 


(WOOLLENS)> LIMITED 


QUEFH STREET MILLS, RAVENSTHORPE 
Mir. Dewsbury Yorks. Tel Dewsbury 17 


‘Yours in Toc H’ 


HAVE come to value : 
phrase because it enables ae 
on occasion. to send to a fellow: 
member of Toc H “deep thou ie 
See iis which we ET 

often too shy or too i 
express lodd. slumsy’ ito 
The words convey a famil 
greeting to someone whom we d 
not know personally and KE 
make a claim of kinship in the 
full confidence that it will a 
readily received and welcomed. 
The special meaning of the phrase 
lies in the heart of the writer E 
! believe that the intention i 
effectively transmitted to him be 
whom it is addressed. g 

I do not think that the 

should be used lightly; it is Pirae 
T on rather than signing 

M. R. a 

Huddersfield, Lon 


‘OVER THERE’ 


A brand-new Filmstrip 
in full colour of a 


journey through Flanders, 
from Bruges to Ypres 
and on to Poperinge 
and the Old House. 
Photography by 

PETER BENNETT 


Commentary by 
BARCLAY BARON 


Filmstrip with outline 
script 


Tape recording 


21s. Od. 
10s, 6d. 


Direct from 


TOS H PUBLICATIONS DEPT 


Printed ut England by Gro. Marstiace & Co., Lip 


London, S.E.1. 


